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Por Santiago O'Donnell
Página 12. Sábado, 21 de Octubre de 2006.

Artículo de Monte Reel en inglés más abajo

 Monte Reel

Escribo estas líneas con bronca, dolor y vergüenza. Tuve la suerte de pertenecer a la redacción del Washington
Post, el más progresista de los grandes diarios norteamericanos. Allí trabajé con las plumas que destaparon el
Watergate, allí me formé como periodista. Ese mismo diario, tantas veces ejemplo del periodismo más profesional,
ayer publicó una incalificable apología del terrorismo de Estado en la Argentina. Incluye referencias a desaparecidos
que estarían en Europa y reflota la teoría de los "excesos" supuestamente cometidos en medio de una "guerra
sucia".

Dice que "el Gobierno y sus tribunales" están poblados de ex guerrilleros y que ésta sería la causa por la que se
reabrieron los juicios de derechos humanos, que no buscan justicia sino venganza. Sugiere que el juez de la causa
Etchecolatz es casi un terrorista encubierto y que el pensamiento retrógrado del coronel retirado Nani representa a
buena parte de los argentinos. Recomienda "no avivar las brasas" del pasado.

Solamente un facho incorregible o un enviado de Washington que nunca salió de Barrio Norte puede escribir
semejante barbaridad. Este último parece ser el caso de Monte Reel, autor de la nota, a quien no conozco, pero leo
en la página web que pasó mucho tiempo con soldados norteamericanos cubriendo la guerra de Irak.

Sí conozco a Elsa, que durante décadas manejó la oficina del Post en la Argentina y que en los años de plomo
arriesgó su vida para sacar del país casetes en los que el entonces director del Buenos Aires Herald, Robert Cox,
denunciaba los crímenes de la dictadura. Y conozco a Donald Graham, el dueño del Post, un multimillonario que tras
recibirse en Harvard se pasó dos años trabajando como policía raso en Washington porque sentía que debía servir a
su país, pero la guerra de Vietnam ya había terminado.

Quiero creer que solamente el clima bélico imperante en Washington y la necesidad de mantener viva la "guerra
contra el terrorismo" en cada rincón del planeta hicieron posible que los editores no advirtieran el buzón que Nani le
vendió a su joven periodista, quien no parece haber advertido que la Argentina no empieza en Parera y Quintana ni
termina en Puerto Madero. Pero no puedo justificarlo.

Pienso en los predecesores del actual corresponsal del Washington Post. Pienso en las lágrimas de Tony Faiola y
sus crónicas de la hambruna en Tucumán, que promovieron una campaña solidaria y la llegada de varios containers
con alimentos desde Estados Unidos, y que le costaron un enfrentamiento público con el entonces director de la
Aduana, Antonio Das Neves, porque la ayuda no llegaba al hospital tucumano que tanto la necesitaba.

Pienso en la conmovedora crónica que Eugene Robinson escribió desde Catamarca sobre el caso María Soledad. O
el seguimiento que hasta el día de hoy Jackson Diehl viene haciendo de "la Noche de los Lápices", historia que
conoció en Buenos Aires y que nunca pudo olvidar.
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Pienso en Karen de Young, que nunca olvidó lo que vivió acá durante la dictadura, y que volvió 20 años después
para denunciar a los laboratorios norteamericanos que usaron a pacientes argentinos como conejillos de Indias.

Pienso en Ed Cody, que también dejó su huella aquí y que se pasó la última guerra del Líbano esquivando bombas
arriba de un jeep con Robert Fisk, quien no dudó en elogiar su valentía, conocimientos y manejo del árabe en estas
mismas páginas.

Pienso en Paul Blustein, que dedicó un año de su vida en demostrar empíricamente la enorme responsabilidad de
Wall Street en la crisis del corralito.

Pienso en Jim Rowe, que usó sus vacaciones y pagó los pasajes de su bolsillo para inspirar a jóvenes periodistas en
Buenos Aires, Misiones o Mendoza.

Y me da bronca, vergüenza y dolor.

Argentine 'Dirty War' Trials Revive Old Fears, Hostilities

Judge and Ex-Colonel Offer Sharply Conflicting Views of Process.

By Monte Reel
Washington Post Foreign Service
Friday, October 20, 2006 ; Page A15

 Emilio Guillermo Nani,
an ex-army officer,
says Argentina's former
military government
was fighting a war
on terrorism.
(By Silvina Frydlewsky
For The Washington Post)

LA PLATA, Argentina â€”
Argentina is putting its past on trial this year, probing the memories and consciences of those who lived through its
bloody "dirty war," which pitted a military government against thousands of dissidents in the 1970s and '80s.

The past â€” or a frightening shadow of it â€” has come back to life. Long-standing legal protections that shielded
former military personnel from prosecution were removed last year, allowing a series of trials related to the "dirty war"
to go forward. The first to face prosecution, an officer with the Buenos Aires provincial police, was recently convicted,
and many more people are awaiting their days in court.
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A witness in the officer's trial, a 77-year-old bricklayer who testified to being tortured by the military, has been missing
for a month and is feared dead. In recent weeks, judges and prosecutors have received threatening letters
demanding a halt to the trials.

At the same time, backers of the former military government complain that their opponents, who now control the
government and its courts, are persecuting them in the name of vengeance. History hasn't been sympathetic to them,
and many say that the trials represent their last chance to voice their argument : that they were the victims of the
conflict, attacked by dissident terrorists bent on destroying the country they were trying to protect.

A look at people representing those conflicting points of view â€” one a judge leading the trials, the other a retired
military officer opposing them â€” illustrates how a violent conflict that officially ended more than 20 years ago
continues to evolve, anger and terrorize those who were caught up in it.

The Judge

Shortly after Judge Carlos Rozanski walked into his chambers one morning last week, his telephone rang.
Considering the angry and ominous calls he has been getting lately, simply answering could have been an invitation
to trouble.

But this caller wasn't threatening.

"He's scared," Rozanski said.

It was one of Rozanski's witnesses, a man who had agreed to testify about the human rights abuses he had suffered
as a dissident in this riverside city south of Buenos Aires. The disappearance of the bricklayer, also one of
Rozanski's witnesses, had led many others to think twice about talking to the judge.

"He's worried about his family," Rozanski said shortly after the call. "This is the effect of terror."

Rozanski, 55, has been learning more than he'd like about those effects, he said, since he delivered the second
guilty verdict against a former officer charged with systematic human rights abuses. He had recently received a letter
that left him worrying about his own family :

"This farce will end soon," the letter read, "and those who have not honored their posts will be accountable to a
particularly impartial court."

Rozanski admitted that the letter â€” combined with the unexplained disappearance of the bricklayer, Jorge Julio
López â€” surprised him. When he began working on the trial, he said, he expected some minor resistance, but
nothing serious.

"In one sense, maybe we were all wrong to underestimate the power of the reaction among some groups who
oppose these trials, even though a majority of the country supports them," he said. "Maybe the reason that we
overestimated ourselves and underestimated the reactions of others is that 30 years went by without justice. That
does some very complex and powerful things to people. A trial like this isn't just a legal matter â€” it is a lot deeper."

Now a security guard is stationed outside Rozanski's house, the personal price he's paying for reopening wounds
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that are two decades old. But he said he believes his ambition is worth it. Revisiting the wounds is the only way to get
them to heal, he said, even though it might be painful for some â€” and tragic for others â€” in the short term.

"It's difficult, because we're telling the witnesses, 'Come and testify, it will be good for you to get everything off of your
chest,' and at the same time there are all of these threats," Rozanski said. "It disorients the witnesses. I think some of
them probably are going to desert the process, but the majority will remain."

Some of those witnesses are also accepting personal security guards, but just as many are refusing them. It's not
because they aren't scared. It's because, they say, history has taught them to fear security guards â€” a group often
associated with the military in the past â€” more than anything that might threaten them.

"You can't forget that in Argentina, we're talking about a history of state-run terror," Rozanski said. "It makes things a
lot more complicated."

The Critic

Emilio Guillermo Nani is one of those working in the security industry who probably wouldn't be trusted by some of
the witnesses. But then, he wouldn't trust some of them.

He is a security consultant now, but he used to be a lieutenant colonel in the Argentine army. The experience
fundamentally shaped the way he views the past, just as it shaped the way he sees the present â€” he wears a black
patch over what used to be his right eye, which he lost in action when he was sprayed with shotgun pellets.

"In the 1970s, I was a captain and I lived it all â€” the attacks, the bombs going off at government buildings, the
assassination of my boss in Mar del Plata," said Nani, 60. "He died in my arms."

Since then, officially sanctioned reports, backed by mountains of evidence collected from thousands of witnesses,
have detailed brutal abuses of power by the military during the dirty war. Between 9,000 and 30,000 people are
believed to have been "disappeared" by the military, depending on the source.

Nani says he believes such accounts have become widely accepted as facts not because they are true, but because
history is always written by those in power. He acknowledges that there might have been some excesses on the
military's part â€” unfortunate events happen in every war, he said â€” but he insists there were just as many abuses
by leftist groups that he considered the enemies of a sovereign government. Many of those listed as disappeared, he
said, were terrorists who simply moved to other countries and changed their names.

"They weren't housewives and students â€” they were military organizations," Nani said of the dissidents. "They wore
uniforms, had hierarchies, flags, emblems and doctrines."

To begin rewriting that history, Nani helped organize a rally last week in Buenos Aires's Plaza San Martin, where
several thousand supporters of the military honored the soldiers and police officers who died during the dirty war.
They were heroes, Nani said, who died fighting a war on terror.

Now, he said, the terror is back. He said he believes that the threats Rozanski and other court officials received were
probably penned by their friends in power, not anyone associated with the military. And the disappearance of the
witness López, he said, might have been arranged with the elderly man's consent.
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"It's a smokescreen," he said. "The government is the only one that would benefit from López's disappearance."

But the fear that the witness's disappearance has generated indirectly aids an argument that Nani has long made
and that the courts are now working to counter : that refocusing attention on the dirty war only fans the embers of a
conflict that has been cooling for two decades.

If the trials continue â€” Rozanski and others vow they will â€” Nani will continue to demonstrate peacefully against
them, he said. Before it's too late, he added, he will try to do what he can to establish that it was the members of the
military, not the dissidents, who were the victims.

"People are getting to the point where they are fed up," Nani said. "You can't pull on a rope eternally without the fear
of it breaking loose."
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