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Por Robert Fisk
The Independent. Londres, Viernes, 20 de Enero de 2006

Lire en francais

English down this page

¢ Es él ? Casi seguro. ¢ Entonces por qué sélo en audio ? ¢ Por qué no en video ? ¢ Esta enfermo ? Si, dicen las
"fuentes de inteligencia" estadounidenses de siempre. Es la misma historia. Osama bin Laden nos habla desde
detras de una cueva, desde adentro de una cueva, desde un sétano quiza, desde una cinta grabada a través de una
linea telefonica lejana. El mensaje emitido ayer, como siempre por la televisiéon de Al Jazeera, fue un recordatorio de
que la seguridad, no la enfermedad, decide su método de comunicacién. Bombardeamos e invadimos Afganistan
para encontrar a Bin Laden, y luchamos y morimos en Irak para matar a sus seguidores, y aun asi nos elude,
todavia nos amenaza, todavia se burla de nosotros.

¢,Cuanto mas puede durar esta pavada ? El presidente Chirac advierte que Francia -¢ Francia ?- podria usar armas
nucleares si es atacada. ¢ Contra quién, me pregunto ? Estados Unidos hace estallar en pedazos nifios paquistanies
y declara que maté a cinco fugitivos, incluyendo un fabricante de bombas. Pero no hay ninguna evidencia. Bin Laden
dice que Estados Unidos serd atacado nuevamente, salvo que acepte una tregua en las guerras contra Irak y
Afganistan. ¢No era que estabamos ganando la "guerra contra el terror" ? Oh no, nos dicen los "expertos”, Bin
Laden y Al Qaida estan perdiendo, por eso quieren una tregua. Ojala.

Es un juego, por supuesto. Bin Laden no tiene la menor intencién de ponerle fin a su propia guerra, y tampoco lo
quieren George W. Bush ni Tony Blair. El ofrecimiento de Bin Laden busca ser rechazado, casi con seguridad.
Quiere que Bush y Blair lo rechacen. Entonces, después del préximo ataque vendra la préxima grabaciéon de audio.
¢Ven lo que sucede cuando nos rechaza un cese de fuego ? Estan prevenidos !

Y nosotros preguntaremos : ¢es €l ? ¢Por qué no en video ? Nunca antes en la historia tantos fugitivos enviaron
imagenes y mensajes y grabaciones de video desde la oscuridad. Quiza Tito fue la Ultima figura de tiempos de
guerra que camind entre sus enemigos y permanecio libre para hablar y para que le sacaran fotos.

La ironia, por supuesto, es que Bin Laden ahora es casi irrelevante. Creé Al Qaida. Su logro -esa palabra debiera
ser vista con contexto- es completo. ¢ Por qué molestarse en darle caza ahora ? Es casi como arrestar a los
cientificos nucleares del mundo después de la invencién de la bomba atémica. El monstruo ha nacido. Es con Al
Qaida con los que debemos tratar.

Nos dicen que la seguridad de Estados Unidos no evité un ataque, que las "operaciones" llevan tiempo. "Es mejor
no luchar contra los musulmanes en su tierra", dice Bin Laden. "No nos molestaria ofrecerles una tregua que sea
justa en el largo plazo, asi podemos construir Irak y Afganistan”, dice. Olviden por un momento el profundo cinismo
detras de ese mensaje -desmantelar a los chiitas de Irak parece ser uno de los objetivos de los insurgentes iraquies-
; también revela uno de los viejos temas de Bin Laden : la idea de que estas guerras provocaran la bancarrota de

Estados Unidos.

"No hay nada de vergonzoso en esta soluciéon porque evita gastar miles de millones de ddlares en los mercaderes
de la guerra." Estas eran casi las mismas palabras que Bin Laden us6 conmigo la Gltima vez que nos reunimos. "Los
estadounidenses se fundiran", dijo entonces, sin darse cuenta de que la guerra vigoriza la economia de una
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superpotencia.

Es como si ambas "partes” de este conflicto vivieran de ilusiones. Los sefiores Bush y Blair nos vienen diciendo que
las cosas en Irak estan mejorando cuando todos sabemos que andan peor. La anarquia se apoderé del pais entero.
¢ Los cuerpos estadounidenses que regresan a Estados Unidos ? Que la prensa no les saque fotos a los ataldes.
¢Bombas en Londres ? Nada que ver con Irak, nos dijo Blair en julio pasado.

Ahora hay un sitio web en espafiol sobre Irak en las pantallas de la Casa Blanca. ¢ Por qué ? ¢ Porque los espafioles
estan interesados en la guerra que su ejército abandondé ? Y ahora lo tenemos a Paul Bremer, el desafortunado ex
procénsul de Estados Unidos en Bagdad, diciéndonos que esas mismas tropas espafiolas contribuyeron al
levantamiento en Najaf porque no estaban cumpliendo su tarea en Irak. Mas tonterias. Lo que comenzé el
levantamiento fue el enojo personal de Bremer por un ataque contra él en un pequefio diario chiita musulman que
ordend que fuera cerrado (en un anuncio en execrable arabe). Fue esto lo que instdé a Muktada al Sadr a luchar
contra los estadounidenses.

Y asi seguimos. Culpen a los combatientes extranjeros -aun si 150 mil de ellos en Irak esta usando uniformes
estadounidenses-, culpen a Siria, culpen a Iran. Y culpen a Espafia, por supuesto. Culpen a cualquiera que no esté
"con nosotros".

En verdad se necesitara de Irdn y de Siria para ayudar a Estados Unidos y a Gran Bretafia a salir de esta
vergonzosa aventura. ¢, Y ahora qué hacemos ? Subimos las apuestas en Irdn, declarando que tiene intenciones de
fabricar armas nucleares. ¢Y por qué Iran ? ¢Por qué no el infinitamente mas inestable Estado islamico llamado
Pakistan, que realmente tiene armas nucleares ? Bueno, por supuesto, porque su dictador, el presidente general
Musharraf, esta "de nuestro lado". ¢ Por qué no atacar a Corea del Norte, cuyo lider es mas inestable que cualquier
clérigo irani ? Porque también tiene armas nucleares.

En Afganistan, los talibanes estan regresando lentamente. Salvo en Kabul, todas las mujeres usan una burka. ¢ No
se suponia que se las habian sacado ? ¢No era que las mujeres ahora eran "libres" en Afganistan ? ¢No se suponia
gue habian ganado ? Ahora, Canada dividié sus tropas y envi6 un batallon a Kandahar para luchar contra los
talibanes y Al Qaida. ¢ Qué estan haciendo ahora los canadienses en operaciones de combate ? ¢ Qué riesgos
plantea esto para la nacién canadiense que se mantuvo fuera de toda la invasion y la ocupacién de Irak ?

Hace s6lo unos pocos meses que Bin Laden nos bombardeaba con sus explicaciones por los ataques de su
movimiento. ¢,Por qué nadie preguntd, dijo, por qué Suecia no fue atacada ? Supongo que si, podemos temer mas
ataques a Estados Unidos, mas ataques con bombas, més capitulos en la "guerra contra el terror".

Y todo el tiempo, nosotros no vemos la forma de terminar esta "guerra” en Occidente. ¢ Como sobre una cierta
justicia en el Oriente Medio ? ¢ Como sobre la elevacion del velo de injusticia que han mentido a través de la region
por tantas décadas ? Los musulmanes alli querran probablemente un poco de la democracia que decimos que
estamos intentando exportarles. También quisieran los derechos humanos de nuestros estantes occidentales
supermercados.

Pero también les gustarian otra clase de libertad - libertad de nosotros. Y esto, por lo que parece, nosotros no
vamos a déarselos. Entonces la guerra continda. Hagan una pausa de mas cintas audio, y mas amenazas, y mas
muertes.

Traduccién para El Correo del inglés : Carlos Debiasi.
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Osama bin Laden : Is it him ? Almost certainly.
By Robert Fisk
The Independent. London, 20 January 2006.

So why only on audio ? Why no video tape ? Is he sick ? Yes, say the usual American "intelligence sources". It's the
same old story : Osama bin Laden talks to us from the mouth of a cave, from within a cave, from a basement
perhaps, from a tape almost certainly recorded down a telephone line from far away. Yesterday's message,
broadcast as ever by al-Jazeera television, was a reminder that security - not sickness - decides his method of
communication.

We invaded Afghanistan to find Bin Laden and we fight and die in Iraq to kill his supporters - yet still he eludes us,
still he threatens us, still he taunts us.

How much longer can this nonsense go on ? President Jacques Chirac warns that France - of all countries - might
use nuclear weapons, if attacked. On whom, | wonder ? America blows Pakistani children to pieces and claims it has
killed five wanted men, including a bomb-maker. But there's absolutely no evidence. Bin Laden says that America will
be attacked again unless it accepts a truce in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Weren't we supposed to be winning
the "war on terror" ? Oh no, the "experts" tell us, Bin Laden and al-Qa'ida are losing, that's why they want a truce.
Some hope.

It's a game. Bin Laden has no intention of calling an end to his own war and nor has George Bush and nor has Tony
Blair. The Bin Laden offer, almost certainly, is intended to be rejected. He wants Bush and Blair to refuse it. Then,
after the next attack, will come the next audio tape. See what happens when you reject our ceasefire ? We warned
you. And we'll ask : is it him ? So why no video tape ? Never before in history have so many wanted men sent
pictures and messages and video tapes out of the dark.

The irony, of course, is that Bin Laden is now partly irrelevant. He has created al-Qa'ida. His achievement - that word
should be seen in context - is complete. Why bother hunting for him now ? It's a bit like arresting the world's nuclear
scientists after the invention of the atom bomb. The monster has been born. It's al-Qa'ida we have to deal with.

So we are told that America's security hasn't prevented an attack, that " operations" take time to prepare. "It is better
not to fight the Muslims on their land,"” Bin Laden says. "We'd not mind offering you a truce that is fair in the long term
... S0 we can build Irag and Afghanistan," he says. Forget for a moment the deep cynicism behind this message -
deconstructing the Shia of Iraq seems to be one of the Iragi insurgents' aims - it also reveals one of Bin Laden's old
themes : the idea that these wars will bankrupt the United States.

"There is no shame in this solution because it prevents the wasting of billions of dollars ... to the merchants of war."
These are almost the same words Bin Laden used to me when we last met. "The Americans will be bankrupted,” he
said, not realising that war primes the pumps of a superpower economy.

Itis as if both "sides" in this conflict live on illusions. Mssrs Bush and Blair keep telling us things in Iraqg are getting
better, when we all know that they are getting worse. Anarchy has seized that entire country. American bodies
coming home to the United States ? Just don't let the press take photographs of the coffins. Bombs in London ?
Nothing to do with Iraq, Blair haplessly told us last July.

Now there's a website in Spanish about Irag on the White House screens. Why ? Because the Spaniards are
interested in the war their army has left ? Or because so many of the American soldiers dying in Iraq are Hispanics ?
And now we have Paul Bremer, America's equally hapless former pro-consul in Baghdad, telling us that those same
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Spanish troops contributed to the uprising in Najaf because they weren't performing their tasks in Iraq. More
nonsense. What started the uprising was Bremer's own anger at an attack on him in a tiny Shia Muslim newspaper
which he ordered to be closed (in an announcement of execrable Arabic). It was this which prompted Muqgtada
al-Sadr to fight the Americans.

And so we go on. Blame foreign fighters - even if 158,000 of them in Iraq happen to be wearing American uniforms -
blame Syria, blame Iran. And blame Spain of course. Blame anyone who is not "with us".

In truth, it will need Iran and Syria to help get the US and Britain out of this shameful adventure. Yet what do we do ?
Raise the stakes on Iran by claiming that it intends to make nuclear weapons. And why Iran ? Why not that infinitely
more unstable Islamic state called Pakistan whichhas nuclear weapons ? Because its dictator, President General
Musharraf is on "our side". Why not attack North Korea, whose leader is more unstable than any Iranian cleric ?
Because he also has nuclear weapons.

In Afghanistan, the Taliban are slowly returning. Outside Kabul every woman wears a burga. Weren't they supposed
to have taken them off ? Weren't women now "free" in Afghanistan ? US troops are being killed at an increasing rate
there. Weren't they supposed to have won ? Now Canada has split its troops and sent a battalion to Kandahar to
fight the Taliban and al-Qa'ida. What are the Canadians now doing in combat operations ? What risks does this now
pose for the Canadian nation which kept out of Iraq ?

It was only a few months ago that Bin Laden was bombarding us with explanations for his movement's attacks. Why
did no one ask, he said, why Sweden was not assaulted ? And so, | suppose, we can indeed fear more attacks on
the United States, more bombing raids, further chapters in the "war on terror".

And all the time we in the West fail to look for a way to end this "war". How about some justice in the Middle East ?
How about lifting the blanket of injustice that has lain across the region for so many decades ? Muslims there will
probably like some of the democracy we say we're trying to export to them. They would also like human rights off our
Western supermarket shelves.

But they would also like another kind of freedom - freedom from us. And this, it seems, we are not going to give them.
So the war goes on. Stand by for more audio tapes, and more threats, and more death.

The text of excerpts from the Bin Laden tape

My message to you is about the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and how to end them... Our situation, thank God, is
only getting better and better, while your situation is the opposite.

But | plan to speak about the repeated errors your President Bush has committed in comments on the results of your
polls that show that an overwhelming majority of you want the withdrawal of American troops from Iraq. But he [Bush]
has opposed this wish and said that withdrawing troops sends the wrong message to opponents, that it is better to
fight them [Bin Laden's followers] on their land than them fighting us [Americans] on our land. | can reply to these
errors by saying that war in Iraq is raging with no let-up, and operations in Afghanistan are escalating in our favour,
thank God, and Pentagon figures show the number of your dead and wounded is increasing not to mention the
massive material losses...

The reality shows that war against America and its allies has not been limited to Iraq as he [Bush] claims ... The proof
of that is the explosions you have seen in the capitals of the European nations who are in this aggressive coalition.
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The delay in similar operations happening in America has not been because of failure to break through your security
measures. The operations are under preparation and you will see them in your homes the minute they are through
[with preparations]...

We don't mind offering you a long-term truce on fair conditions that we adhere to. We are a nation that God has
forbidden to lie and cheat. So both sides can enjoy security and stability under this truce so we can build Iraq and
Afghanistan, which have been destroyed in this war. There is no shame in this solution, which prevents the wasting
of billions of dollars that have gone to those with influence and merchants of war in America who have supported
Bush's election campaign with billions of dollars.
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