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El asunto nuclear iraní está en camino de ser llevado al Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU.
Teherán tiene de su lado a China y Rusia, ambos con poder de veto en aquel organismo.

Por Anne Penketh
The Independent. Miércoles, 18 de Enero de 2006.

Las potencias europeas están presionando con planes para enviar a Irán al Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU, con la
esperanza de obligar a Teherán a continuar con el congelamiento nuclear, a pesar de la falta de apoyo de China y
Rusia en esta etapa.

Gran Bretaña, Francia y Alemania quieren que el Consejo de Seguridad obligue a Irán a volver a un congelamiento
en el enriquecimiento de uranio, haciendo que ese requisito lo comprometa legalmente. "Después podemos explorar
otras medidas a lo largo del camino", dijo un funcionario de la Cancillería británica.

Las sanciones económicas han sido descartadas hasta ahora como opción para castigar a Irán por terminar la
suspensión voluntaria, decidida dos años atrás, para el enriquecimiento de uranio en la planta de Natanz que
eventualmente podría usarse para producir armas nucleares.

La iniciativa iraní de la semana pasada instó a Gran Bretaña, Francia y Alemania a terminar las conversaciones,
obligando a una nueva fase de confrontación. Pero la opción militar no está en la mesa. "Estamos todos decididos a
resolver esto por medios diplomáticos", señaló el funcionario británico.

No obstante, reconoció que no se sabía aún si Rusia y China -aliados claves de Irán en el Consejo de Seguridad-
apoyarían la moción europea de remitir a Teherán al Consejo en una sesión de emergencia del organismo de control
nuclear de la ONU el mes que viene.

Aunque Gran Bretaña espera lograr un consenso para la moción, se espera que la medida requiera una votación del
directorio de los gobernadores de 35 naciones de la Organización Internacional de Energía Atómica (OIEA), entre
las que se cuentan naciones como Siria, Bielorrusia y Cuba. Se necesita "mucha diplomacia" antes de la reunión,
que tendrá lugar el 2 y 3 de febrero, dijo el funcionario.

El canciller francés, Philippe Douste-Blazy, dijo ayer antes de dirigirse a Rusia para las conversaciones, que la
credibilidad de la OIEA y todo el sistema de no proliferación estaban en juego con el tema de Irán. Los funcionarios
de la ONU dijeron que el principal desafío para los europeos, que están actuando con el apoyo de Estados Unidos,
es lograr que Irán esté en la agenda del Consejo de Seguridad de la ONU, el primer paso que podría conducir a una
acción punitiva. En el pasado, China bloqueó con éxito los intentos de remitir a Corea del Norte al Consejo.

Rusia, que como China se opone a que se impongan sanciones económicas a Irán, tiene la esperanza de que
Teherán aceptará un acuerdo mutuo con respecto a que los rusos enriquezcan el uranio iraní. Los europeos
suponen que Irán no querrá estar aislado internacionalmente, y que cederá a la presión internacional al regresar a
su moratoria de actividades de enriquecimiento de uranio para evitar ser enviado al Consejo de Seguridad. Ayer
Gran Bretaña rechazó por considerarla "vacía" una oferta iraní para continuar las conversaciones.
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Traducción : Celita Doyhambéhère.

EUROPE WANTS UN TO FORCE IRAN INTO NUCLEAR FREEZE.
 By Anne Penketh, Diplomatic Editor
The Independent. London, 18 January 2006.

European powers are pressing ahead with plans to refer Iran to the UN Security Council - hoping to force Tehran to
resume a nuclear freeze - despite lacking support from China and Russia.
A senior Foreign Office official said the Europeans intended to use the Security Council to bring to bear "gradual
sustained pressure over time" on Iran.

"Security Council involvement will have an impact - it has weight and authority. A country cannot ignore it without
cost," said the official, who chaired talks in London on Monday attended by the five permanent members of the
security council as well as Germany.

Britain, France and Germany want the Security Council to oblige Iran to return to a freeze on enriching uranium, by
making such a requirement legally binding. "After that, we can explore a range of other measures down the track,"
the official said.

Economic sanctions have so far been ruled out as an option to punish Iran for ending a two-year voluntary
moratorium on enriching uranium at its Natanz site.

The Iranian move last week prompted Britain, France and Germany to break off talks, heralding a new phase of
confrontation.

But the military option is not on the table. "We are all committed to resolving this by diplomatic means," the British
official stressed.

However, he acknowledged it was not yet known whether Russia and China - allies of Iran on the Security Council -
will back the Europeans' plan to refer Tehran to the council at an emergency session of the UN nuclear watchdog
next month.

Although Britain hopes to build a consensus for the move, the referral is expected to require a vote by the 35-nation
governors' board of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), on which such nations as Syria, Belarus and
Cuba sit. "A great deal of diplomacy" was still needed before the meeting on 2 February, the official said.

The French Foreign Minister, Philippe Douste-Blazy, said yesterday, before heading to Russia for talks, that the
credibility of the IAEA and the entire non-proliferation system was at stake over the Iran issue.

UN officials said the main challenge for the Europeans, who are acting with US backing, is to get Iran on to the UN
Security Council agenda, the bottom rung of a ladder that could eventually lead to punitive action.

In the past, China has successfully blocked attempts to refer North Korea to the council. Russia, which like China is
opposed to economic sanctions being imposed on Iran, remains hopeful that Tehran will accept a compromise
solution involving the enrichment of uranium from Iran by the Russians. But Britain believes the Iranians are "playing
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with the Russians for tactical reasons," the senior British official said.
The question overshadowing the crisis is whether Iran craves international respectability more than nuclear power,
amid fears that the threat to refer the Islamic republic before the Security Council could be counter-productive.

The IAEA chief, Mohamed ElBaradei, said that Iran's threat to end co-operation with UN snap inspections would
"backfire" by fuelling suspicions about Iranian intentions, "and that will hurt Iran".

British diplomats meanwhile played down Iran's threat to use oil as a bargaining tool - by suspending supplies in case
of referral to the Security Council - arguing that Iranian allies such as China could be hurt by the move.

Mr ElBaradei has fixed a deadline of 6 March, when the IAEA's next regular board meeting is scheduled, for Iran to
come clean on the full extent of its nuclear programme. The Europeans and Britain believe Iran has been working on
a nuclear weapons programme under cover of a civilian programme. However, Iran insists its intentions are peaceful.
The Europeans clearly hope Iran does not want to be isolated, and it will yield to pressure. Iran's offer of more talks
was rejected as "vacuous" by Britain yesterday.

European powers are pressing ahead with plans to refer Iran to the UN Security Council - hoping to force Tehran to
resume a nuclear freeze - despite lacking support from China and Russia.

A senior Foreign Office official said the Europeans intended to use the Security Council to bring to bear "gradual
sustained pressure over time" on Iran.
"Security Council involvement will have an impact - it has weight and authority. A country cannot ignore it without
cost," said the official, who chaired talks in London on Monday attended by the five permanent members of the
security council as well as Germany.

Britain, France and Germany want the Security Council to oblige Iran to return to a freeze on enriching uranium, by
making such a requirement legally binding. "After that, we can explore a range of other measures down the track,"
the official said.

Economic sanctions have so far been ruled out as an option to punish Iran for ending a two-year voluntary
moratorium on enriching uranium at its Natanz site.
The Iranian move last week prompted Britain, France and Germany to break off talks, heralding a new phase of
confrontation.

But the military option is not on the table. "We are all committed to resolving this by diplomatic means," the British
official stressed.
However, he acknowledged it was not yet known whether Russia and China - allies of Iran on the Security Council -
will back the Europeans' plan to refer Tehran to the council at an emergency session of the UN nuclear watchdog
next month.

Although Britain hopes to build a consensus for the move, the referral is expected to require a vote by the 35-nation
governors' board of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), on which such nations as Syria, Belarus and
Cuba sit. "A great deal of diplomacy" was still needed before the meeting on 2 February, the official said.

The French Foreign Minister, Philippe Douste-Blazy, said yesterday, before heading to Russia for talks, that the
credibility of the IAEA and the entire non-proliferation system was at stake over the Iran issue.
UN officials said the main challenge for the Europeans, who are acting with US backing, is to get Iran on to the UN
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Security Council agenda, the bottom rung of a ladder that could eventually lead to punitive action.
In the past, China has successfully blocked attempts to refer North Korea to the council. Russia, which like China is
opposed to economic sanctions being imposed on Iran, remains hopeful that Tehran will accept a compromise
solution involving the enrichment of uranium from Iran by the Russians. But Britain believes the Iranians are "playing
with the Russians for tactical reasons," the senior British official said.

The question overshadowing the crisis is whether Iran craves international respectability more than nuclear power,
amid fears that the threat to refer the Islamic republic before the Security Council could be counter-productive.

The IAEA chief, Mohamed ElBaradei, said that Iran's threat to end co-operation with UN snap inspections would
"backfire" by fuelling suspicions about Iranian intentions, "and that will hurt Iran".
British diplomats meanwhile played down Iran's threat to use oil as a bargaining tool - by suspending supplies in case
of referral to the Security Council - arguing that Iranian allies such as China could be hurt by the move.

Mr ElBaradei has fixed a deadline of 6 March, when the IAEA's next regular board meeting is scheduled, for Iran to
come clean on the full extent of its nuclear programme. The Europeans and Britain believe Iran has been working on
a nuclear weapons programme under cover of a civilian programme. However, Iran insists its intentions are peaceful.
The Europeans clearly hope Iran does not want to be isolated, and it will yield to pressure. Iran's offer of more talks
was rejected as "vacuous" by Britain yesterday.
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