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Le fourgon d'un hôpital de Los Angeles a déposé un paraplégique dans une rue du quartier
pauvre de Skid Row et est parti en laissant l'homme ramper, vêtu d'une simple chemise de
nuit et portant un sac de colostomie déchiré pour recueillir les selles, selon la police.

Associated Press/La Press.
 Los Angeles. Le vendredi 9 février 2007.

Des témoins de la scène, qui s'est déroulée jeudi, ont noté le numéro de téléphone inscrit sur le véhicule ainsi que
celui de la plaque minéralogique, ce qui a permis aux enquêteurs de remonter jusqu'au Hollywood Presbyterian
Medical Center, d'après le site Web du « Los Angeles Times ». La police interrogeait des responsables de
l'établissement, qui n'a pas retourné l'appel téléphonique d'Associated Press.

« Je ne peux pas imaginer plus insensible. Il n'y avait pas de mission sociale ni de services dans les parages. C'est
le pire coin du quartier », a affirmé le détective Russ Long.

C'est le deuxième cas présumé d'« abandon de sans-abri » en peu de temps à Skid Row, où vivent de très
nombreux sans domicile fixe. Il y a trois mois, le procureur de la ville avait entamé des poursuites contre
l'organisation caritative de santé Kaiser Permanente pour un acte semblable commis un peu plus tôt dans l'année.
Une vidéo de surveillance montrait un patient du centre médical de l'hôpital Bellflower, âgé de 63 ans, errant dans
les rues en chemise d'hôpital et chaussettes.

Les autorités municipales accusent une dizaine d'hôpitaux d'avoir abandonné des patients et délinquants à Skid
Row, ce que les responsables hospitaliers nient ; certains disent avoir amené des SDF à des centres d'aide du
quartier. En 2005, le Hollywood Presbyterian avait déjà été soupçonné d'abandon de SDF ; un haut responsable
avait expliqué que les services sociaux de Skid Row prenaient en charge certains patients n'ayant nulle part où aller.

***
DUMPING A HOMELESS FROM A L.A. HOSPITAl
 Hospital's account of 'dumping' case disputed

LAPD and shelter officials contradict the facility's explanation for how a paraplegic homeless patient was left
in a gutter on skid row.

By Cara Mia DiMassa and Richard Winton, Times Staff Writers
Los Angeles Times. Los Angeles, February 10, 2007

The hospital offered its own account of how the patient ended up on skid row Thursday, but the Los Angeles Police
Department and a homeless-shelter official disputed key portions of the explanation.

Meanwhile, the city attorney's office said it is expanding its ongoing investigation of the hospital, which has previously
been accused of dumping homeless patients, to include the Thursday incident, which was met Friday with
widespread disgust and outrage from civic leaders.
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"This is obviously shameless," said City Atty. Rocky Delgadillo, whose office criminally charged Kaiser hospitals three
months ago in a similar dumping case. "We were thinking the hospitals in this city had gotten the message," he
added. "They continue to flout the law."

The hospital said it had no explanation for why the van driver allegedly ignored the cries of onlookers to help the
41-year-old man and instead proceeded to apply makeup and perfume before driving off, leaving the man in a gutter.

The hospital, which has hired the crisis firm Sitrick and Co. to help it through a storm of criticism, said the van driver
worked for Empire Enterprise Inc., a company contracted by the hospital.

"The gravity of this case is extreme," said hospital spokesman Dan Springer. "There is no doubt that the appearance
of what took place is not pleasant. And the hospital is going to work diligently to make sure we get to the bottom of
exactly what happened."

The practice has plagued downtown for years, but in the last two years, several hospitals and law enforcement
agencies have been directly accused of dumping homeless patients on the streets of skid row without bringing them
to a mission or service provider.

Thursday's incident was witnessed by more than two dozen people. Police called it a particularly egregious example.

Witnesses told police that the paraplegic man - who wore a soiled hospital gown and had a broken colostomy bag
and no wheelchair or walker - propped himself up in the door of the van, then hurled himself from the vehicle,
tumbling to the street. He pulled himself along, dragging a bag of his belongings in his clenched teeth, until he was
rescued from the gutter about 11 that morning and taken to County USC Medical Center.

Springer said the hospital's preliminary investigation showed that a hospital ambulance had tried to take the man
early in the morning to the Midnight Mission, which he had listed on hospital forms as his home address. But Springer
said the ambulance was turned away because there was no room at the mission.

The man was returned to the hospital's emergency room, Springer said ; after a shift change, new personnel tried to
take the man to his listed address in the van. Springer said he did not know whether those personnel knew of the
previous attempt or that the address was a mission.

But Springer said that on the second attempt, when the van neared the mission, the man "asked the driver to open
the door and let him out.... He assured the driver that his wheelchair was at his home and that he could propel
himself to his home from the park."

That explanation contradicts police accounts from Thursday.

LAPD Officer Eric de la Cruz said he asked the man if he had requested to be dropped off at the location.

"He said he had nowhere else to go, and the hospital staff told him he could no longer stay there," De la Cruz said.

De La Cruz's commander, Capt. Andrew Smith of the LAPD's Central Division, said the man appeared to be
"confused and disoriented" when police encountered him.
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"I am not sure what this hospital's policies are, but the end result was outrageous, even to homeless individuals who
have seen everything out on the streets," Smith said.

Orlando Ward, a spokesman for the Midnight Mission, disputed another part of the hospital's account Friday. He said
a review of security tapes and interviews with staff showed that the patient was brought to the mission around 1 a.m.
Thursday on a gurney by two ambulance attendants. Mission staff members asked the attendants for after-care
instructions for the patient, who had no wheelchair, and after that discussion the attendants decided to return the
man to the hospital. Ward also said no one was turned away from the mission this week.

Ward said mission officials had been working with the Hospital Assn. of Southern California to develop a universal
form for hospitals to use when referring homeless patients to shelters.

"The case managers here get the details and sign it and fax it back before the person is transported," he said. "That
obviously did not happen in that case."

Jim Lott, executive vice president of the Hospital Assn. of Southern California, acknowledged Friday that "this one
slipped through the cracks."

Lott said Hollywood Presbyterian had "very strong protocols" in place guiding the release of homeless patients but it
was evident they had not been not followed in this case.

"We aren't making any excuses for it," he said.
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