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1. 3iN WID-FEBRUARY 19682 ‘me GUATEMALAN ARKY REINFORCED ITS
EXISTING FORCE IN THE CENTRAL EL QUICHE DEPARTUENT AND LAUNCHED
A SKEEP OPERATION INTO THE IXIL TRIANGLE. THE COMMANDING OFFICERS
OF THE UKITS INVOLVED HAVE BEEW INSTRUCTED T0 DESTROY ALL TOWNS
AHD VILLAGES aHICH ARE COOPERATING «ITH THE GUERRILLA ARMY OF
THE POOR (EGP) AND ELIMIHATE ALL SOURCES OF RESISTAWCE, CIVILIAAS
IN THE -AREA KHO AGHEE TO COLLABORATE «ITH THE ARMY AND WHO SEEK-

ARMY PROTECTION ARE TO BE WELL TREATED AND CARED FOR IN REFUCEE .

CAMPS FUR THE DURATION OF THE OFERATION, EENENEEESUNBRNNN o \
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2+ THE ARWY INITIALLY

SLANHED TO ASSICN THREE FULL BATTALIONS
(THREE COﬂFANIES EACH} TO THE IxIL TRIAMCLE FOR THE SwEER QPERATION,
BUT HAS ENCOUNTERED °ROBLEM3 IN FO““ING THREE KEw

BATTALIONS anp
EL QuIcHe,
SENENRNERNEE teccc e reo snrantay BATTALTONS aNp ONE

ADOITIONAL COMPANY OF AIRBORNE TROOPS PRESENTLY INVOLVED IR IKE

SWEEP, AND TWO ADDITIONAL COMPANIES ARE EXPECTED T0 4ARRIVE IN THE
AREA KITHIN THE NEXT FEW OAvs,

HAS HAD TQ Mave COHB‘Y UNITS FROM OTHER AREAS INTO

THE MAJORITY OF THE UNITS PRESENTLY
- OPERATING IN THE IXIL TPIANGLE ARE FROM THE MARISCAL ZAVALA @RIGADE,
& HEADQUARTERED IN GUATEMALA cx‘r‘v.

) 3. SINCE THE OPERATION 8ECAN, SEVERAL VILLAGES HAVE BEEN

BURNED TO THE GROUND, AND A LARGE NUHBER OF GUERRILLAS AND
COLLABORATORS HAVE BEEN KILLEO, MNP COMMENT; WHEN AN ARMY
PATROL KEEIS»RESISTANCE AND TAKES FIRE €ROM A TOWN OR vILLAGE

It 18 AQSU“ED THAT THE ENTIRE TOWN 18 HOSTILE AND IT IS
SUSSEQUEHTLY DESTROYED,) THE

e

ARMY HAS FOUND THAT MOST OF THE
VILLAGES HAVE BEEN ABANDONED BEFORE THE KILITARY FQRCES ARRIVE,
AR EMPTY VILLAGE 1§ iSSUkEO TO HAVE BEEN SUPPORTING THE €cP,
AND IT IS bESTPOYED.
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THERE ARE HUNOREDS, POSSIBLY THOUSANDS, oOF
REFUGEES IN THE HILLS WITH NO HOMES YO RETURN TO, THE €CP

APPARENTLY CAN NOT PROTECT AND FEED SUCH LARGE NUMSERS AND THE
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REFUCEES: HATHLY IXIL JuOTAN PEASAN!S. ARE. #AKING CONTICT Witk
THE lR“Y AKD UFFERING 10 COLLABORATE IN EXCHANGE FOR FOOD ANp
SHELTER.

a. THE ARWY W1GH COMHAND ‘IS MIGHLY PLEASED wITH THE INITIAL
RESULTS OF THE SWEEP OPERATION, ANO GELIEVES THAT IT wILL BE
SUCCESSFUL IN DESTROYING THE HAJOR ECP SUPPORT ;REA &HO wILL 8E

4BLE TO ORIVE THE £GP QUT OF THE IXIL TRIAWGLE, INOI&NS wHO

HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN HOSTILE TO THE ARMY ARE NO& COLLABORATING

TO THE EXTENT THAT THE ARY HAS SUCCESSFULLY FORVED A" SELF-DEFENSE

FORCE OF IXIL INTDANS 1N THE TOWN OF SAN JUAN COTZAL TO PROTECT -

THE TOKH ACAINST ATTACKS 8Y THE ECP, THE ARMY HAS YET To

ENCOUNTER ANY HMAJOR GUERRTILLA FORCE &M THE AREA&, ITS SUCCESSES

T0 DATE APPEAR TO BE LIMITED TO THE OESTRUCTION OF SEVERAL
“ECP=CONTROLLED=TONNS® AND THE KILLING OF INDIAN COLLABORATORS

AND BYKPATHIZERS, @EMEPPCOMHENTS THE WELL DOCUMENTED BELIEF \0$
BY THE ARMY THAT TKE ENTIRE IXIL INOLAN GOPULATION I8 PROEGP

HAS"CREATED & SITUATION IN WHICK THE ARMY CAN BE EXPTECTED To v
GIVE NO QUARTER TO COMBATANTS AND NON«COMBATANTS ALIKE. IT 18

: CLEAR THAT THE EGP CAN HOT FACE THE ARHY WHEN IT OPERATES LN

LARCE UNIT STRENCTH, [T I8 EWCOURAGING TO NOTE THAT THE ARMY

I8 TREATING NELL THOSE INDIANS WHO SEEK ITS PROTECTION AND

SUCCOR, IT REMAINS T0 BE:DETERMINED, HOWEVER, HOM LOYAL THE IXIL

INDIANS WILL REWAIK ONCE THE ARKY COMPLETES IT8 SWEEP AND MOVES

QN TO ANOTHER AREA,
g"“‘;
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