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CHI LE: Consolidating Support

The Chiilpan preas ¢ epeculating that Manuei Contreras,
cie Fopmep fead OT the Cnilem Jatianal Ir*churerzco Dircotorate,
viiY be amomg thoee fndicsed rnexd weer In the apcassination of
ona=time- anaanaador ts the U5 oriando Letelfer, Becauae i tte
widaiy peliiveved that Contreraa wruld not haveucted without 150
Freaident Pinssinctlc sonaent, tie Precident expects a roughk time
anead and hae been wersing tocoracifdatehinpolitical position,
Afr Fope. General Leigh's cuntop 'pﬂﬂ-t‘l“"rﬂ“! from the rulzng Junta
wrz a move in this Jireccion.

! Lei gh' s ougter was the culm nat@# hi s lengstanding
feud wi Pinochet over the political future the country. In
this instance,_ Leigh's personal criticism of Pinochet durineo

a N interview With a forcign COrrcSponUent was toO mucn TOr thé
Presi dent, who was supported by the other junta nmenbers and the
Council of Mnisters. Leigh's removal el i m nates 2inochat's nost
critical eolleague and strengthens the President's control over
the junta.
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Pinochet apparently believes his position is shaky.
recent weeks, he has been canpai gning throughout the country.
fora continuation of his governnent. |ie has been arguing that
many of Chile's donestic probl ens woul d becone unmanageabl e if
ha were renpved. Pinochet also has been successful in playing
upon fears that Chile is being encircled by unfriendly govern-
ments and that it is often the victim of foreign intervention
inits donestic affairs.

One result of his canpaign has been the formation of a
perso st political vehicle supporting the President. The
Chri sti an pemocrats and ot her opposition politicians have been
critical of this, but they are not in a position to hinder it
i f Pinochet judges that the public is in f£2or.The President
has substantial peopular appeal, butpersonal novenents have had
| ess Success in Chile than in other Latin American covntries.

: Despite Pinochet's efforts, seme nilitary officers -
have been conducting | ow key discussions on the
possibiatywfreplacing him For the few who have considered the
President a liability for Sane time, the prospect that Contreras

rrﬁy be indicted argues for a clean sweep of the current leader-
Shi p.

Forthe majority who Still support Pinochet, however,
the on way to preserve the acconplishnments of the nmilitary
regime is to keephimin power. Although they havelittle else
in common, both groups believe that Contrerasand Pinochet wil|
be condemed anew by the world nmedia and that Chile's interna-
tional reputation will beeven nore tarnished.

VWhat ever happens during the next several weeks,~itis
cleara at Pinochet isS preﬁared to fight any move to OUSt him
His inclination is to tough it out, relying on his mlitary and
opul ar support as well as on his belief that he hinsel f cannot
e indicted in the Letelier nurder. Whether he vill be able to
ride outthe stormis an open question.
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